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The spread of COVID-19 in our nation and region has required communities and school leaders
to make decisions in the best interest of public health.  On April 9, 2020, Mark D. Hedger,
Superintendent of Schools, announced that Governor Parson ordered all Missouri Schools to
remain closed for the remainder of this school year. Laclede Co. R-1 Schools will remain closed
through the last scheduled school day of Friday, May 15, 2020. However, food service and
alternate learning will proceed as planned through the remainder of this time.
This unprecedented situation continues to evolve and questions continue to arise. The purpose
of this document is to provide parents with up-to-date, timely information.

The district will also be using Twitter, the district Facebook page, and SchoolMessenger to
deliver pertinent information.  

School Calendar

How long will Laclede Co. R-1 Schools be closed?
On April 9, Governor Parsons announced that all Missouri Schools will be closed for the
remainder of the school year. The scheduled last day of school for Laclede Co. R-1 is Friday,
May 15.

Will we still have Graduation?
We will still have a Graduation Commencement ceremony. With the Governor’s announcement
of the closure of all schools through the end of this year’s school calendar.  We have officially
rescheduled the 2020 Graduation for Sunday, June 28th at 3:00 pm.

Will school activities, including MSHSAA activities, continue during the closure?
All spring sports and activity seasons have been cancelled per MSHSAA. On April 9, 2020,
MSHSAA released the following statement regarding spring activities:

Following Governor Parson’s announcement this afternoon, of in-person school closure for the
remainder of the school year, the Missouri State High School Activities Association (MSHSAA)
announces the cancellation of all remaining post-season events for the 2019-20 school year.
“This decision is very difficult for all involved especially given the impact it will have on our
students, parents, coaches, teachers, and administrators throughout the state,” said MSHSAA
Executive Director Dr. Kerwin Urhahn. “We thank all of the participants, the
coaches/directors/advisors, the administrations, the parents, and everyone else who has
dedicated tremendous amounts of time, passion, and effort to these events.”
The biggest impact of this decision will be felt by the seniors, many of whom have exhausted
their eligibility without taking the field, court or course.
“To our senior participants- we thank you for everything you have done for your schools and
communities and wish you the very best in your bright futures,” Urhahn continued.  “While this is



a difficult ending, the lessons you’ve learned and friendships you’ve made through high school
activities will last your lifetime.”

Community Information 
What is the district plan to provide students with access to nutrition services? 
In partnership with the Department of Health and Senior Services, the district is able to feed all
students 18 years of age and under with free Grab-and-Go meals while the district is closed.
The district includes meal pick-up services Monday and Wednesday 11:00 am – 3:00 pm.
Multiple meals are being sent home on these days in order to limit the need for multiple trips to
school by parents and to minimize contact at school.

In addition, we have coordinated for Life360 Community Services to continue service of the
afterschool snack program. They will be distributing a grocery sack of food containing 7
breakfast snacks and 7 supper snack meals (14 meals) to everyone 18 years and younger on
Monday, Wednesday, and Fridays from 11:00-3:00. All of these services are being provided
at the east door of the HS FEMA Cafeteria as a drive through option.

In order to help with planning for future meals or if you have a problem picking up the meals,
please fill out the form below to register:

COVID 19 LCR1 Meal Registration

Teaching and Learning

Will the district provide an online learning curriculum while students are at home?
Laclede Co. R-1 Schools will not be preparing a formal online curriculum based upon the
knowledge that many of our students do not have digital devices or internet access.  
Teachers will be developing consistent and meaningful activities (online and packet form, for
those who prefer) and resources to provide the best enrichment activities and alternative
methods of instruction possible. Our goal is to exercise and engage students with opportunities
for beneficial meaningful learning.

We are encouraging families to:
 Create a schedule for your day.
 Focus on schoolwork/learning in reasonable increments.
 Limit your child’s anxiety by managing your own.
 Link for helping students understand COVID-19

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GNqN6hJ2vlgGfSd2sUWgHOe00aFuZ0eQjHBB-
sYzZkBA/edit

 Find a way to make some special memories and enjoy quality time together.

How will my students be graded?
LEARNING IS THE PRIORITY. Student grades will not be lowered during this alternative
learning. However, students can have the opportunity to increase learning during this time.
Teachers are also providing feedback to students during this time.

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.google.com/url?q=https://docs.google.com/document/d/1GNqN6hJ2vlgGfSd2sUWgHOe00aFuZ0eQjHBBsYzZkBA/edit?usp%3Dsharing&amp;sa=D&amp;ust=1584712683857000&sa=D&ust=1584712683872000&usg=AFQjCNHFLWVthwT4JOHTKC5wq4p
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfrA4nWnBhN1B8jEcjK8cIcwOJ3y6Y_QRBSAGAQMi-9vUldOg/viewform


What if my student needs help?
We are here to help! Teachers are communicating with students regularly and have virtual office
hours any day we were scheduled to be in session. They are available during this time to assist
students any way possible. Feel free to contact your child’s teacher for assistance.

The district plans to send out social media updates on Facebook and Twitter with tips and strategies.

Will we be having Summer School?
Summer School was originally planned to be held from May 26-June 19. We obviously are hopeful
we can still have summer school at this original date, however at this point we simply do not know if
that will be possible at this time. DESE has assembled a task force to evaluate the possibility of new
Summer School Guidelines which might be beneficial to schools to allow flexibility on how and when
summer school might be held. We will continue to communicate as we receive more detailed
information.

Remote Teaching and Learning Resources
Where can I access more instructional resources?
Principals and teachers have been and will continue to share instructional resources. In addition,
DESE has developed a comprehensive list of resources on the webpage below:

DESE Remote Teaching and Learning Resources

COVID 19 Resources
Where can I access more information regarding COVID 19?
The following links contain detailed information:

CDC

MO Department of Health

Laclede Co. Health Department
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https://m.facebook.com/Laclede-County-Health-Department-257944925015/
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/communities.php
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://dese.mo.gov/college-career-readiness/curriculum/supports-remote-teaching-and-learning



